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“What Can You Ask
Your MPto Do?

Elections are coming. How to get the
best answers from those who want
- your vote? Learn the right questions



Fewweoksago, thetront pageof this
newspaper cartied a story with the
headling — "What has he done for
Bengaiuru® This outhurst was at-
tributed to a prominent Bangalore-
based, elvic conselous, corporate
professional reacting tonewsof his
former colleague's plans o contest
elections to the Lok Sabha. The MP
aspirant then earnestly started
mestingresidents ol Bangaloveand
sollcited sugeestions. “Broaden
footpaths, Increase police staff
strength, keep pubsopen untildam,
nead aflag down taxi system, better
ronds, garbage recyoling” et were
few among the humdreds of sugges-
tons that poured in on twitter 4=
“Ideas for the city™ In response to
thisasplrant’s request. Presumahly,
theeducaied elite of Bangalore har
Tenirs hopes that this individual if
elocted s their ME would beahle to
makeall these wishes irn real. An
anecdotal survey of peopla in the
five biggest cities in India reveals
similarexpectationsof an ME Can
an MP really change living condl-
tions and eivic infrastructure n
the constltuency he/she repre-
sents? No, The MP cannot and Is
not expected to, 25 per the frame-
wotk of our structure.
So, who can? What does an MP do
then? Let's start with busting some

misconceptions,

The three urban myths of the
roles and strocture of our elected
represeniatives;

Myth 1: 1t is a hierarchical sys:
tem — MP is the most powertul
elected represontative of a voter,

AnIndiancitimmdirectly casts his
vote for 34 different offices — MP
MLA, Corporator and in some cit-
ieg, the Mayor. The most common
misconception 1= that these offices
arestructired hierarchically, al-
most Hke a corporgte reporting
structure. The NP, MLA and corpeo-
vator are all independently elected
oificers with no reporting stroe
ture, Henes, ane jsnot more “power:
ful” than the other, they merely
have different roles to perform.
While it Is true that alargermm ber
of pecple elect the MP vs the MLA
vs the Corporatoy, that does not im-
ply & poswer structure among them,
They areall equal in their powers o
execute thelr responsihilities and
roonereports io theother:

Myth Z: Thegovermmment isa neb-
tovsentity and everyone ingovern:
meqt ks fior evervihing.

We often tend o think of govern-
miegit as one all-eneompassing enti-
ty, which may be true for political
selenfists in their resenrch but not
in real lifie, 1t is important to under
stand the different orms and ro-
gponsibilities of the povernment.
The recent unfortunats incidentsof
rape can be used ns an example to
highlight the differences inrespot-
gibilitiss among the various slected
offices. Lack of adequate street
lighting (say) as a cause for the
erime s the fallure of the local cor-

deservesto
questioned fior i The ack of ad-
equate police security forcitizens is

the role of the state and the MLA
needs o be questioned for it. And
thelackof respect for women inour
society and potentially high unem-
playment which can exacerbate
sueh erimes s the responsibillty of
the Centre and we have the tight to
questionour MPover it, But protest-
mﬁainn the ‘government’ and
ing government official
responsible for (t 1s an inefflclent
form of protest and leads 1o mud-
diingof behavioural outoomes,
Myth 3: My MP s my one-stop
shopforall problems.

and rich people, was vexed with
thipir MPfor not Mnblaml'mmrﬂ
theirsea-fiscing gardenyof monkeys!
Mot po belitile monkey menace but
notion that an MP 8 a ong-stop
shop for all problems (s a pervasive
notion bit a falseone While the con-
cept of n one contact paint for all
problems may be a sound one, our
current frumework does not allow
fior ane and the ME MLA and corpo-
ratoreaich havedifferent roles
‘Whatexactlyare thedefined roles
o fin ME MLA and a Corpomtor?

Shocking as it may sound, none, s

And therein les the problem —
thesre ks nio defined “job description’
for an MF, MLA, or n Corporatorn
Broadhy, the MP represents his Ter
vobers' interests to legislate affairs
in Parliament The MLA l!.uulrthl
sama fnthestatéand th

in the munigipal corporation.
Hence, it may be sasier to draw
botndaries of their job responsi-
bilittes based ‘on the roles of
Parliament, state legislatores and
munlelpal corporations. Civie Is-
sles suich as roads, bridges, water,
waste management, town planning
etoare all In the domain of the mu-
nicipal corporation and, hence, the
corporator isanswerable TheMLA
[sanswarahle for state sublectssuch
aspolice, law & order education, 1a-
o land awsete. The MPs nole is
(o represent his/her's constituen-
cy's interests in Parlizment toen-
surelawsare madeaccommodating
forevery section of oursociety

Catch the Right Neck!
It is very important as citizens to
haold ench elected represen tative ac-
countable for the office they ane e
sponsible for For example, if 8 cor-
porator knows that the voter will
hold the MLA and/or the MP re-
sponsihle for histailings, it increas-
es incentive for the corporator to
underperform and damage credi-
hitity of the MLA or the MPE
Similarly i’ wedonot hold our MP
accountabdefor national issues and
instend evalunts them on local eivic
issues, wedo not incentivise the MP
tonsk morequestions in House
Itisunderstandahle, ghventheapae-
thetic state of polity and govern-
nnce, that very often cltizens fiee]
frustrated and helpless and rush to
aryore that is elected, toatr griev:
anees and seek help, But that is un-
likely tolead tosolutionsand it isin
ol best interests toenste that wa
hald the right people accountabls
for the right lssues. In the Lok
Sabha polls, ask your MP candidate
wwﬂ J‘Ilml its civic
i w -
minded citizens can lead the way?
(Co-apthored by Praveen
Chakravarty, a board memberof
Centre for Civil Society)



